
NUMBER OF
OCCUPANTS:

9 $18.6K
MAXIMUM
SPEED

WILD
PONIES

NUMBER
OF GATES

3

718 Cruise

The evolution in quality and design
in the Qwest line over the years is
remarkable, and this 718 RE Cruise is a
perfect example of those quality
improvements. 

We did note some hidden ar eas
where we could see staples and would
like to see these areas finished off a lit-
tle better , but overall the fit and finish
work is excellent.

Why We Love This Boat

Just Being Picky
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Qwest
ENTRY-LEVEL PONTOONS

PRICE AS TESTED
WITH POWER

19.2MPH 50HP
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Our First Impression
Really the only thing entry-level

about this model is the price. W eÕve
watched as this Qwest line from
Apex Marine has improved year after
year and have continued to be
impressed by the giant strides it has
taken as a company in just a short
amount of time.

Consumer T est
One nice touch that we noticed

when we first approached this 18-
footer is the Qwest logo that is
etched in the metal risers below the
deck that was cut by a waterjet. ItÕs
these little details that we like to see
on all the boats. 

Inside the clean-looking toon is a
great color scheme that is cream and
silver with just the right splash of yel-
low. The Qwest logo is even stitched
into the helm chair that slides and
swivels and gives the pontoon an
elegant look. There is plenty of seat-
ing for up to nine people and we
found the comfort to be gr eat, espe-
cially the lumbar support. Included
in the design is an optional chaise
lounge with a pop-up privacy enclo -
sure below that is easily accessible,
but average in size. 

With the rear-entry model you
gain a three-step boarding ladder
and the stern gate, like the other
two, has a positive latch and pinch
protection for the hinges. Another
great safety feature is the extra
padding at each of the supports in
case you should happen to bump
one.

At the helm is a very symmetrical
console with easy-to-read stainless

steel brushed gauges and we like
that the focal point of the dash is
the Piranha Max 220 fishfinder from
Humminbird. ItÕs a good-looking
helm with good use of black that
helps with the flow of the overall
design of the boat. One of the many
standard features is the JBL CD
stereo (with two large JBL speakers),
a 12-volt outlet, MP3 output and a
glove box below the engine contr ols
are just a sample of what youÕll find
at the helm.

Other notable featur es are the
trailering brackets on the bimini,
vinyl padding on the gates and the
22-ounce wave pattern carpet. 

The extra length to the boat this
year, as well as the six more inches in
width made a huge dif ference on
this 2008 version. You can just feel
the extra room onboar d now.  

Inspection T est
Two 23-inch diameter pontoons

are the base for this boat. Each has a
full-length keel and the weld quality
is exceptional. The undercarriage
construction is very tidy from the
chafe protected wiring to the beefy
.125-gauge transom design. 

Above deck there is more than 11
feet of usable deck space inside the
gates and starboard seat bases are
through-bolted to the Gr eenwood
XL plywood floor. The fiberglass
helm is screwed to the deck and the
under helm wiring is excellent and
well-protected. 

This boat is extremely well-built
and what it gives up in size you get
in quality. We consider it to be a safe
family pontoon with excellent fit and

finish work. We did note some hid -
den areas where we could see sta-
ples and would like to see these
areas finished off a little better .  

Performance T est
With the Honda 50hp engine we

reached a top speed of nearly 20
miles per hour. She turns quickly into
the wide, but flat corners and this
boat really had more zip that we
expected. 

Final Thoughts
The Qwest 718 RE Cruise is an

excellent boat for its intended use.
The fit and finish work is solid and
again the evolution in quality over
the years is remarkable. This pon-
toon is loaded with featur es and the
craftsmanship is top notch. You
donÕt have to boat on a size- or
engine-restricted lake to appr eciate
this boat. Its size does make it nice
to trailer, but the quality is some-
thing that any family can appreciate
and enjoy.   

B O AT  S P E C S

E N G I N E  &  P R O P E L L E R S

R P M    v s .    S P E E D    v s .   D B - A

AS TESTED $18,675(boat and motor)

LOA ..................................................18Õ 6Ó
Beam ................................................7Õ 6Ó
Hull Design ............................2 pontoons
Dry Weight ..................................1275 lbs.
Fuel Capacity ..........................12 gallons

Engine ..........................Honda 50 AK LRT
Cylinder Type ........................................3
Displacement/HP ..................49.3 ci/50hp
Lower Unit Gear Ratio ....................2.08:1
Propeller ........................................11 Pitch

Notable Standards
Fiberglass helm with brushed stainless

steel gauges, full instrumentation, JBL
CD stereo with MP3 plug, 7-foot acrylic
bimini top, deluxe adjustable helm seat,
Humminbird depth finder , 22-oz. carpet,
12-volt outlet, running lights and custom
graphics 

Options On T est Boat 
Docking lights, portside chaise lounge

with privacy enclosur e, riser trim and alu -
minum underskin
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PRICE

850 ..................3.2 mph....................75.5
1000..................3.6 mph ......................80
1500..................5.8 mph....................85.5
2000 ................7.7 mph....................86.5
2500 ................10.9 mph..................88.5
3000 ................14.7 mph......................92
3500 ................17.4 mph..................98.5
3800 ................19.2 mph ................100.5

2008 Shootout Special Issue 75


