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Why We Love This Boat

The quality construction and overall
fit and finish work is very impressive.
Plus at this price, you get a lot for your
dollar.

Just Being Picky

Wed like to see the furnitue bases
or storage compartments below the
seats finished off a little more, but all
the other fit and finish work is out -
standing.



Our First Impression

When the time comes to shop for
a quality pontoon, don{l let the
compact size or the low price point
of the 716 fool you. Yes this boat is
16 feet long, but this particular
Gillgetter model has many of the
same standard features that youOll
find on boats 10 feet longer and for
a lot more money.

Consumer T est

This is a new model for 2008 and
the most notable change from previ-
ous models that weOve tested is the
rear-entry design. Complete with a
three-step boarding ladder, this
gives the pontoon a total of thr ee
gates, which all have pinch protec-
tion. Another gr eat safety feature is
the protective edge on the extra
support brackets. It® nice these sup-
ports are protected because they
have a way of finding toes.

When selecting a boat, comfort is
arguably one of the most important
factors. So even with a capacity rat
ing of seven people, the furnitur e is
more than adequate. The seatbacks
are tall, the lumbar support is aver-
age and overall we found the seats
to be quite comfy. The helm chair is
one of three fishing seats, including
the two in the bow, but for the cap-
tain the chair actually slides and
swivels, which helps accommodate
many drivers.

There is about ten feet of usable
desk space from the rear bench seat
to the bow gate.

At the fiber glass helm is a simple
dash that lacks gauges, but flows
well with the overall design. There
are rocker switches for the horn and
navigation lights, plus accessory
switches for any options you may
want to add later. The only option
on this boat is the Humminbird
Piranha Max 220 Fish Finder and
with the fishing setup it a must.
There is rod storage and rod holders
as well as an aerated livewell under
one of the bench seats. From a con-
sumer standpoint, this compact
toon has a lot going for it with its
versatile fishing/cruising design.

Inspection T  est
Both 23-inch round-shape pon-
toons are chambered with a full
length keel and the weld quality on
the splash guards as well as the est
of the undercarriage earned high
marks from our inspection team.
And like the welding, the below-
deck wiring is exceptional with great
chafe protection. The quality contr ol
at Apex should be complimented.
This Gillgetter is a perfect example
of not compr omising the quality just
because it® a compact design.
Above deck, the plywood seat
bases ar through-bolted to the
Greenwood XL treated plywood
floor. We understand that this is an
entry-level model, but the storage
compartments under the seats could
have been finished up a little better.
We found no dangerous or sharp
edges on this boat and overall we

can®say enough about the fit and
finish work on this Gillgetter.

Performance T est

With the Mercury 25hp four-
stroke engine we were able to reach
a top speed of 13.1 miles per hour.
Without gauges we weren®able to
run our technical test, but our db-a
meter recorded what we already
knewNthis is a quiet boat. This 16-
footer handled well and had plenty
of zip. This toon wasn®designed to
break any speed records, but it will
get you to your favorite fishing hole.

Final Thoughts

This pontoon offers an afordable
and practical way to take the family
to the water. It® easy to tow and at
this price, you get a lot of quality
that should appeal to many people.
1t@ perfectly suited from smaller
lakes and is an ideal alternative to
conventional V-bottom fishing
boats.

The new rear-entry design of the
Gillgetter 716 Sport Deluxe proves
that great things can come in small-
er packages. This is a safe family
boat that provides you with a lot of
value as well as a lot of options.

Notable Standards

Fiberglass helm with windshield, 7-foot
bimini top, trailering struts, r ear deck with
lockable storage, 20-o0z. cut loop carpet, 32-
0z. SRT marine vinyl, rear rod holders, slid -
ing helm chair, aerated livewell, r ear boar d-
ing ladder and navigation lights

Options On T  est Boat
Humminbird Max 220 Fish Finder

BOAT SPECS

Hull Design .

Dry Weight ..
Fuel Capacity

ENGINE & PROPELLERS
Engine Mercury 25hp EFI ELPT
Cylinder Type ....
Displacement/HP ...

Lower Unit Gear Ratio
Propeller
RPM SPEED
13.1 mph maximum........... N/A
EIN[®= AS TESTED $11,93®oat and motor)
BASE RERIL WITH SANDARDS

$11,704boat and motor only)

VS. vs. DB-A
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