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Four of the most important ÒablesÓ associated with pontoon boats
come to mind when Apex Marine is mentioned. Maneuverable, trail -
erable, affordable and comfortable ar e really just the beginning.

Apex is ready, willing and able to pr ovide the avid fisherman with the
means to take on the lake without taking up too much of it. Even
though they ar e into compact options, Apex doesnÕt skimp on its quality
as it makes fishing boats with the highest quality material without for -
getting the importance of ef ficiency and performance in the midst of it. 

In the summer of 1990, Mellinger Boats, Inc. began manufacturing
the original Gillgetter compact pontoon. It consisted of a pair of 15-inch
diameter pontoons with a four - by eight-foot deck and it included two
swivel fishing seats. It was originally designed to be an af fordable two-
person fishing boat that included tiller steering and it got the job done
with the stability of a pontoon and the added bonus of trailering ease.
Several different models between six and seven foot widths with a range
of lengths fr om ten to 20 feet wer e available at that time. 

This went on until Apex Marine acquir ed the assets of Mellinger in
2003. Mark Dupuie, owner and pr esident of Apex Marine, Inc., was
familiar with the dealer network since he had developed it for Mellinger
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in the early 90s. Dupuie knew the quality of the Gillgetter line, so when it
came available, he took advantage of the opportunity . He knew
that he could even enhance the alr eady popular design.

So that is what Apex set out to do by enhancing
the sound structur e that is packed with the
amenities Gillgetter has been known
for. Apex has also kept the
tradition of
building
high quality , yet
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affordable, compact fishing boats. Starting with the exterior , the
cosmetics were enhanced with r edesign and impr oving the wall
structur e, new graphics packages have been added, and also
upgrading of the bimini top materials. 

Interior upgrades include furnitur e, stepping up the quality of
carpet, and integrating a fiber glass helm stand complete with
livewell and cooler . There are also dif ferent options available now
for furnitur e layout. The Gillgetter line is the one boasting plenty of
room while still taking up less space in the water and is perfect for
the smaller lake with electric motor r estrictions because of its
Briggs and Stratton Electric outboar d packages. These models also
take less horsepower to run because of their size and ef ficiency. 

Apex now has fr om five feet wide by ten feet long up to seven
feet wide by 21 feet long models available. Y ouÕll find the basic tiller
style, the fishing machine, fish and cruise, and also deluxe cruising
packages in this line. It has something for the beginning boater to
the experienced boater just looking to make the change to a com -
pact pontoon boat.  The fishing models also come complete with
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custom rod and lur e holders as well as tackle storage. The optional
Hummingbir d Fish Finder and Clarion radio packages help enhance your

relaxing day on the water on your quest to find the big one. 
All of the changes combined with the constant standar ds of quality

have helped Apex r ealize a significant amount of gr owth and also
facilitated the move into the new manufacturing facility in St.

Louis, Mich., in March of this year. This doubled manufacturing
space and, of course, allows for further enhancements in pr o-

duction of these compact pontoon boats. Apex intends to con -
centrate its ef forts in building them for years to come.

Manufacturing the best ÒlittleÓ pontoon boat has been the main
focus, and it seems to be a perfect fit for ApexÑa job well done.

With plans to expand its dealer network in the USA, Canada and
abroad, Apex is keeping this goal of manufacturing the pr emier

compact pontoon afloat in fine fashion. T o find out mor e,
log on to www .gillgetter .com or call 989-681-0037.



A
P

E
X

 M
A

R
IN

E
p

h
o

n
e

: 
9

8
9

-6
8

1
-4

3
0

0
w

w
w

.g
ill

g
e

tt
e

r
.c

o
m

P
O

 B
o

x 
2

3
4

,
3

0
0

 W
o

o
d

si
d

e
 D

ri
ve

S
t.

 L
o

u
is

,
M

I 
4

8
8

8
0

Qw est 715
Cruise RE

Base retail w/standard features:
$11,938

BOAT SPECS

ENGINE & PROPELLERS

RPM  vs.  SPEED  vs.  DB-A

PRICE AS TESTED $12,153

LOA ..................................................16Õ 4Ó
Beam........................................................7Õ
Hull Design ................2 22-inch Pontoons
Dry Weight ..................................1020 lbs.
Fuel Capacity..............................6 Gallons

Engine ..........Honda BF-20 Power Thrust
Cylinder Type ......................Four Cylinder
Displacement/HP ..................21.4ci/20hp
Lower Unit Gear Ratio ....................2.08:1
Propeller ....................4-blade Aluminum

1000 ......................1.9 mph ......................74.5
1500 ......................2.5 mph ......................77.5
2000 ......................3.5 mph..........................81
2500 ......................4.7 mph ......................92.5
3000 ......................5.2 mph ......................91.5
3500 ......................6.4 mph ......................92.5
4000 ......................7.0 mph..........................92
4500 ......................7.9 mph ......................92.5
5000 ......................10.6 mph........................93

6

Apex
WHY WE LOVETHIS BOAT...
This is a great price for the quality of
boat that you get. This boat r eally
impressed us with its craftsmanship
and overall design. It has the perks of a
larger toon, but in a smaller package.

ItÕs rated for up to seven people so
weÕd hate to give up any seating, but
the access behind the captainÕs chair is
a little close. An angled r ear bench
seat might help impr ove the access to  
the rear entry.  

JUST BEING PICKY...



E
N

T
R

Y
-L

E
V

E
L

10.6 MPH

20 HP

7 OCCUPANTS

$12K

3 GATES
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Our First Impression
This boat looked like Apex took a 25-foot model

and just made it smaller. At first glance, it appeared to
have all the amenities and high-end quality that we like
to see, just in a smaller package. This is a very attrac-
tive looking boat and we wer e anxious to take a closer
look at it.  

Consumer Test
Apex Marine specializes in compact boats that are

no wider than seven feet. WeÕve been watching this
manufacturer grow over the past few years and we like
the improvements that are continually being made. 

There is just enough color in the vinyl to give this
boat an attractive appearance. We love the leg bol -
sters that add comfort to the seating and ther e are two
lounges on board. The starboard front lounge is a little
short to really stretch out and use, but itÕs a nice touch
for a boat this size. Below the rear facing lounge,
which is opposite of the helm, is a deep storage com -
partment complete with a trash r eceptacle. 

With the three-quarter sundeck you gain access to
the rear entry design. ItÕs a little close to get behind
the helm seat to reach the back, but itÕs acceptable on
a toon less than 17 feet in length. There is a solid alu-
minum fold-down ladder that pr ovides great hand-
holds on this rear entry model. 

The all-fiberglass helm stand is simple with nice
chrome bezel gauges that are eye catching off the
black console. The helm dash is complete with a volt
and tach meter, plus a 12-volt receptacle. To the side
of the helm youÕll find the stereo controls to the
Seaworthy CD player, which make it accessible to
everyone on the boat. For the captain there is a swivel-
ing bucket helm chair, which could be a little taller in
the back. 

There are three gates and all have positive latches
with pinch protection for added safety . ItÕs these little
safety amenities that we like to see on all boats,
whether the boat is considered to be high-end or not.
Apex doesnÕt cut any corners with this model and so
we feel youÕre getting a quality boat at a gr eat price.

Inspection Test
The two 22-inch diameter pontoons are round with

two chambers each. Weld quality on the modified por -
poise nose cones is excellent, including the extended
splash guards. The C-channeled cross members are
bolted to the risers and the wiring below deck is well
secured and protected. Considering the size of this
vessel, the .125 gauge aluminum used for the transom
is very impressive.

Above deck, the plastic seat bases are through bolt -
ed to the plywood deck as well as the molded fiber -
glass helm console. The wiring under the console and
overall fit and finish work is excellent. The one-inch
square railing around the perimeter is anodized and
bolted to the deck with extra support at each of the
three gates.   

Overall, we consider this to be a well-built boat that
is family-friendly with all the amenities of a larger toon,
but in a compact size. 

Performance Test
We knew going into this test that with the Honda

20hp four-stroke engine we werenÕt going to br eak any
speed records. But for what this boat is designed for, it
really does have a lot going for it. Acceleration out of
the hole was gradual and the turns were wide and flat.
She reached a comfortable speed of 10 miles per hour
at full throttle, which is respectable considering the
size of the engine. This is an ideal engine package for
a boat that is designed to cruise around in style. 

Final Thoughts
We consider this Qwest pontoon to be an upscale

entry-level boat. This boat is a great option for those
who are considering buying a boat and expect a quali -
ty product, but donÕt want to spend a lot of money at
the same time. The Qwest 715 Cruise RE is a well-built
vessel at a price that is going to stop a lot of boat
show traffic this year.  

CD stereo with two speakers, 12-volt receptacle, acrylic
bimini top with boot, mooring cleats, running lights, sun -
deck, rear entry gate with boarding ladder , quick release
windshield, fiberglass helm and Honda 20hp four-stroke
engine.

Plastic seat bases.

STANDARD FEATURES

OPTIONS ON TEST BOAT



QWEST BY APEX MARINE
BIGGER ISNÕT ALWAYS BETTER

Building on a 15-year reputation for crafting high quality ,
dependable, compact pontoon boats, Apex Marine r ecently
created the Qwest line to fill a demand for smaller pontoons
with luxury amenities. 

These new compact boats are designed to utilize the
maximum amount of deck space possible in a compact pon-

toon. The interiors are furnished with plush upholstery and
features like CD stereo, fiberglass helm stands, and sundecks.
With comfort amenities like these, Qwest pontoon boats
offer the warm, comfortable feel of larger luxury pontoons
but in a smaller size.

Qwest pontoons are ideal for use on smaller lakes, electric
motor-only lakes, or lakes with engine restrictions. Their com-
pact size makes them easy to trailer on the road and maneu-
ver in the water. In addition, they have excellent level flota-
tion and plenty of r oom for passengers and gear. With one of
these compacts, you can enjoy the stability, safety and fun of
a pontoon boat without the cost of a lar ger boat. 

These pontoon boats are available in rear entry or full sun-
deck models for fishing or cruising or four-corner fishing with
rear entry. All models are seven feet wide and 15 to 17 feet
long. Whether you are a beginning boater or just looking for
something smaller, Qwest has a boat to suit your needs. 

THE LOW-DOWN
Date Founded: 1990
Number of Models: 10
Addr ess: 300 Woodside Dr .
St. Louis, MI 48880
Phone: 989-681-4300
Web site: www .gillgetter .com

RELATED ARTICLES
Fall 2005, Page 48

GILLGETTER BY APEX MARINE
GOOD THINGS,SMALL PACKAGES
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When it comes to pontoon boats, Apex Marine set out to
prove that good things r eally do come in small packages.
Gillgetter Pontoons have been hitting the water for 15 years,

and have earned a reputation for quality and dependability .
Gillgetter pontoons ar e ideal for use on smaller lakes, electric
motor only lakes, or lakes with engine restrictions. Their com-
pact size makes them easy to trailer on the road and maneu-
ver in the water.  In addition, they have excellent level flotation
and plenty of room for passengers and gear.  With these com-
pacts, you can enjoy all the stability, safety and fun of a pon-
toon boat without the headaches and costs of larger boats.

Apex Marine manufactures a complete line of Gillgetter
Pontoons from five feet wide by 10 feet long up to seven feet
wide by 19 feet long.  Models include basic tiller style, fishing
machines, fish and cruise and deluxe cruising packages.
Whether you are a beginning boater or just looking for some -
thing smaller, Gillgetter has a boat to suit your needs.  

RELATED ARTICLES
Fall 2005, Page 48
September 2005, Page 64
BuyerÕs Guide 2005, Page 19
Boat Test 2005, Page 64
July 2004, Page 38
Boat Test 2004, Page 73
January 2004, Page 58

THE LOW-DOWN
Date Founded: 1990
Number of Models: 6
Addr ess: P.O. Box 234
703 Woodside Dr .
St. Louis, MI 48880
Phone: 989-681-0037
Web site: www .gillgetter .com


